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distributed; they operate in both directions, hence the constant
wavering that expresses itself as the sexual irresolution described
above. One of the worst possible results of this wavering is a state of
constant suspension in an objectless narcissism. Many of the
emotional disturbances that appear in puberty, such as insensitivity,
depersonalization, feelings of estrangement, correspond to such an
irresolution before a heterosexual and homosexual object choice, and
result in a subsequent petrification of the emotional life. The greater
the fear of the real demands made by sexual life, the stronger will be
the effects of inner irresolution, the more regressive elements will
enter into the emotional life, and the more features of the old tie
with the parents will be taken over by the persons in the fantasy
triangle. In any attempt to realize these fantasies and love wishes,
the choice of the love objects will depend on the still existing and
intensified tie with the parents.

The strength and continued effect of this tie will above all depend
on the real events of puberty. In this life period the role of the parents
is still very real and its transference to other persons occurs regularly,
We recall Helen's (p. 64) and Evelyn's (p. 30) traumatic experiences.
These took place entirely within the framework of the family. Thus
one of the poles we mentioned above is the father or his substitute,
the other the mother or her substitute. The subsequent fate of the
triangle is determined by the girl's sensitivity to love frustration, her
propensity for strong hate reactions and their over-compensation by
love, her fears of the one or the other, the elements of eroticism in
her tenderness for her parents and of guilt feelings in her hostility
toward them. In other words, the sum total of these feelings will
determine the effect of the attraction or repulsion of the two poles.
The traumatic experiences of puberty that constitute the last factor
to provoke the sexual decision as to homosexuality or heterosexuality,
are particularly dependent on events within the family. For instance,
the birth of a new child during the girl's puberty can have strongly
traumatic effects. We have previously noted another traumatic
situation, the timid withdrawal of the father from his growing
daughter. The failure of the sublimated relation between the two
may deeply injure the girl and cause her resentfully to turn away
from her father. Various outcomes of this situation are possible: in
one the girl provokes an open fight with the father by her frivolous
behaviour, the previously described prostitution fantasies are mobi-
lized, and promiscuity may result. Another form of turning away
from the father is a more intensive sublimation,, frequently on the
basis of previously shared interests, with the girl defiantly main-